
ELA Answers: Week 8 (FREEDOM) 
 

Day 1:  Step 
4:  Questions 
about 
Refugee in 
America.   

1.  The speaker says that the word liberty “almost make(s) me cry.” Why might this be 
true? 

He says “if you knew what I had known”...communicating that he has experienced the 
injustice of a country that did not give him the same liberties, freedoms and rights that 
it gave whites.  

 
2. What might the sad feelings in the second stanza say about the possibilities and the 

reality of liberty based on the perspective of the speaker? 
The poem was written in 1947.  At this time, the poet most likely was feeling the injustice 

of a system that did not give African Americans the liberties or rights that were granted 
to others.  

 
3. Freedom and liberty are words that are often associated with each other, but they do 

not mean exactly the same thing. How is liberty different from freedom? 
Answers will vary.  
Freedom is used as meaning: without physical restraint; liberty represents a person’s 

rights and control over one's own actions. The use of freedom in the first stanza 
indicates that the release from the bonds of slavery and a new physical freedom that 
the narrator's ancestors did not have. However, liberty has not yet been given to the 
African American community. Freedom has been a release from the heavy chains, but 
the narrator still does not have complete control of his own actions. 

 
4. Describe in a sentence or two what you think the theme, or message, of “Refugee in 

America” is. What evidence in the text helps convey the theme or message? 
Answers will vary.  The theme of the poem is the struggle of blacks to achieve equality in 

early twentieth century America. There existed a dual reality for blacks. They were free 
from the bondage of slavery, yet were not fully liberated from the effects of it due to 
Jim Crow laws and overt racism across America. The message the poem sends is 
clear; regardless of the words applied to a group of people, it is the actions which 
compel those ideas that matter.  

 
5. What is a refugee?  How can someone be a refugee in his or her own country?  
A refugee is a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, 

persecution, or natural disaster--it is someone who is displaced because they do not 
get some basic human rights.  Even though they were living in the U.S., African 
Americans were not afforded equal rights. 

 
6. Why do you think  Hughes titled his poem “Refugee in America” and not “Words Like 

Freedom,” as it is often called?  
Blacks felt like refugees despite living and having freedom, they were still seeking equal 

rights and liberation.  
  

Day 1 :  Step 
5: 
Interpretations 
of Quotes. 

Answers will vary 
 



Day 2: 
Answers to 
questions for 
the poem 
Sympathy. 

1. Read the first stanza again. How does Dunbar describe the world outside of the 
cage?  The world outside of the cage is described as near paradise...where “the 
sun is bright on the upland slopes”, and “the wind stirs soft through the springing 
grass, And the river flows like a stream of glass”   Birds are chirping and the flower 
buds are opening.  You sense a beautiful, free open space.  

 
2.  Read the second stanza. What is the caged bird doing?  Is this the first time the 

bird has done this? How do you know?  The caged bird wants out of his cage so 
much that he beats his wings against the bars on the cage.  We know he has done 
this repeated because Dunbar says that the caged bird suffers “ pain still throbs in 
the old, old scars, And they pulse again with a keener sting”  letting us know that 
he has done this before and that his wings are already scarred from having done 
this.  

 
3. Reread stanza 3.  Why does the caged bird sing?  

He is praying to be free. 
 

4. Why does Paul Laurence Dunbar start and end each stanza with “I know…”  What 
is he communicating to the reader?     He is communicating that he identifies with 
the caged bird...he understands how he feels because he also does not have real 
freedom.  



 Day 2: 
Answers to 
questions for 
Caged Bird 

1.  What is Angelou describing in the first stanza?  What imagery (descriptive language) 
does she use to describe the caged bird? 
The imagery in the first stanza mostly gives you a sense of freedom/and wind: 
Words like  “wind” , “floats downstream”, “ current”, “sky”.  

 
2.  Re-read Stanza 2.  How is the bird in the cage different--both physically and 

emotionally?    Unlike the first stanza, the words give a sense of being trapped or tied 
down. Stalks, narrow cage, bars of rage, wings are clipped , his feet are tied 

 
3.   How does the caged bird sing?  What does he sing about? 

He longs for freedom...it’s a sad and fearful song...wishing for something he doesn’t 
have. 
a fearful trill  
of things unknown  
but longed for still  

 
4. At the end of stanzas 1 and 4, Angelou describes the free bird by saying he “dares to 

claim the sky” and “names the sky his own”.   What do these actions say about the 
free bird? 

        The free bird is more confident and powerful.  He can take chances and risks...He 
can call the sky--or this country you could say--his own because he is free to do 
that...not the caged bird.  

5.  In addition to being in a cage, what else keeps the caged bird from being free? 
        his wings are clipped and his feet are tied  
 
6.  Draw out the image of the caged bird vs. the free bird in Angelou’s poem.  Answers 

will vary but some of the imagery described for each is listed below to help you 
assess their understanding.  

 

Sympathy Caged Bird 

I the caged bird beats his wing 
Till its blood is red on the cruel bars;  
he must fly back to his perch and cling  
And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars 
When his wing is bruised and his bosom 
sore.. 
he beats his bars a 
... a prayer that he sends from his heart’s 
deep core,  
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he 
flings— 

a bird that stalks down his narrow cage 
can seldom see through his bars of rage 
his wings are clipped and his feet are tied 
the caged bird sings with a fearful trill  
a caged bird stands on the grave of 
dreams  
his shadow shouts on a nightmare scream 
 
  
 

 
1.  Think back to BOTH poems.   What is the metaphor (a metaphor is a  symbolic 

comparison)  that they both use in their poem? What does it symbolize? 
They both use the metaphor of a caged bird...the caged bird represents African 
Americans who do not have full freedoms/equality.  
 

2.  Why is the caged bird a strong symbol for what they are trying to say?  
A caged bird is unable to move about freely...to fly..the ultimate expression of 



freedom.  

 

Day 2.  : 
Complete 
Graphic 
Organizer 

Answers will vary..but below are the descriptive words used in each poem.  Students 
should illustrate these words--making them word art.  

Sympathy Caged Bird 

Beats, (must) fly, cling, Throb, Sends 
Prays, flings 

Clipped, tied, sings, stalks, see, longs,  
Stands, shouts,  

 

Day 3, Step 2 
:  Answers to 
Questions 
about 
Apartheid 

1. Describe what the land Act of 1913 did to black citizens in South Africa. 
The law forced black citizens to live on special reserves that were set aside for them 
and made it against the law for them to work as sharecroppers. 

2.  Apartheid separated South Africans into Whites, Blacks, Coloureds (mixed race), 
and Asian (meaning Indians and Pakistanis).  How do you think this separation was 
used to maintain the system of oppression when Whites were the minority?  
The separation ensured that different groups--all which were being oppressed by the 
much smaller Afrikaaner (white) population--would see themselves as different or 
apart from the other other groups so they would not unite against the oppression.  

 
3.  What was Nelson Mandela accused of and jailed for?  

Treason...Nelson Mandela led many of the protests but was then accused of treason 
and had to go ‘underground’ to avoid arrest. When the officials did locate him in 
1961, he was arrested and thrown into prison. T 

 
4.  When was Nelson Mandela released?  How many years had he served in prison? 

Nelson Mandela was released from prison in 1990 since being in prison since 
1961...so he was in prison between 27-30 years looking at different measurements.  

5.   In your own words, explain what caused the end of Apartheid. 
Other countries began to pressure South Africa through boycotts and sanctions 
against South Africa because of Apartheid.  So there was a lot of economic pressure 
put on the country by other countries throughout the world .   

 
6.  What happened to Mandela after he was released from prison?   He became 

president.  

Day 3 : 
Answers to 
questions 
about Mandela 
Looks back on 
Nelson 
Mandela 
Reflects on 
Working 
Toward Peace 

1. How did Mandela’s  idea of freedom change when he was a young man?  What 
freedoms did he want then? Were these freedoms available to him?  As a child he 
says he was “born free-free in every way that I could know”  He was “ Free to run in 
the fields near my mother's hut, free to swim in the clear stream that ran through my 
village, free to roast mealies under the stars and ride the broad backs of slow moving 
bulls.”  As long as I obeyed my father and abided by the customs of my tribe, I was 
not troubled by the laws of man or God.  Children only want that freedom to play and 
do what they want, so he didn’t see himself as not free.  

 
As young man,  he “began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an illusion, when I 
discovered as a young man that my freedom had already been taken from me, that I 



began to hunger for it.”    He wanted to : the transitory freedoms of being able to stay 
out at night, read what I pleased, and go where I chose.” but he didn’t have those 
freedoms because there were curfews and limits on travel  according to race.   Later, 
as a young man in Johannesburg, he wanted the “basic and honorable freedoms of 
achieving my potential, or earning my keep, of marrying and having a family-the 
freedom not to be obstructed in a lawful life” and again, didn’t see himself as having 
that.  

 
2. In the third paragraph, what shift took place in Mandela’s thinking about freedom? 

How does this show that he was maturing? He says: “But then I slowly saw that not 
only was I not free, but my brothers and sisters were not free. I saw that it was not 
just my freedom that was curtailed, but the freedom of everyone who looked like I 
did.”   So he realizes that others are not free either and this moves him to become an 
advocate.   

 
3. In the fourth paragraph, how does his view of freedom evolve even more? Do you 

agree with him? Why or why not?   When he is in prison, he starts to think about what 
freedom really means and he wants freedom for everyone...he starts to believe that 
when there is a system of oppression, everyone is trapped in it..both the oprressed 
and the oppressor.  Answers about their opinions will vary.  

 
4. In the fifth and sixth paragraphs, what does Mandela say about freedom now in 

South Africa?  The key quote here is:  For to be free is not merely to cast off one's 
chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others. 
Which means that it is not enough to be free but you have to be continuously working 
towards the freedom and dignity of ALL people.  

 
5. What metaphor does Mandela use in the final paragraph, and is it effective in 

conveying his message? Why or why not?  “I have walked that long road to freedom. 
I have tried not to falter; I have made missteps along the way. But I have discovered 
the secret that after climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills 
to climb. I have taken a moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that 
surrounds me, to look back on the distance I have come.”  The road is the process 
and/or fight for freedom and equality.  The hills are challenges and the vista is the 
wonderful future to come.  

Day 4: 
Answers to 
When Natural 
Hair Wins, 
Discrimination 
in School 
Loses 

 
Answers will vary 

Answers to: 
Students are 
waging war on 
sexist and 
racist school 
dress codes — 
and they’re 
winning 

Answers will vary. 



Day 5: 
Answers to 
question: 
Case Study 
Background: 
USA PATRIOT 
Act (2015) 

Answers are all opinion questions--will vary.  

 

 

 

 









































































































 

Day 1 What freedom does religious liberty grant members of a society?  
Religious liberty grants individuals the freedom to practice any religion and to change 
religions or not practice any religion. 
 
Why did the Puritans leave England for Massachusetts? What was their goal 
once they arrived in North America? 
They were being persecuted in England for their religion, so they left to come 
to America and establish a colony where they could practice their own religion 
freely. 
 
What was the infraction Anne Hutchison allegedly committed?  
She spoke against Puritan leaders by saying that what they were teaching 
was wrong.  The ministers were teaching that people could do good works in 
order ot get to heaven, but Anne stated that this was against the principles of 
predestination, which says that God controls the future, not our human 
actions. 
 
Why do you think the Puritans believe Hutchison’s actions were a threat to 
the colony? 
They were a threat to the colony because she challenges the leaders of the 
colony.  If people started to get on her side of things, the leaders would lose 
their power. 
 
Which do you think the Puritans were trying to establish? (circle one) 
 
           Religious liberty            OR            Freedom to practice their own form 

of Christianity 
 
In the case of the Puritans, what was the difference between these two? 
(discuss your answer with a partner) 
What the Puritans set up in their colony was moreso ‘freedom to practice their 
own form of Christianity.’ They did not allow people to practice other forms of 
religion, so the colony did not really have religious liberty. 
 
 
Joseph 
Smith 

He had a 
vision and 
message 
from God 
that the 
religions 
people were 

The book of 
Mormon 

He was 
pushed out 
of the 
settlements 
he 
established 
and forced to 

The Mormon 
religion 
continues 
and is 
popular in 
the U.S. and 
other 

Social studies Answer: Week 8



practicing 
were wrong, 
so he started 
his own 
religion 

constantly be 
on the move. 
He risked his 
life and 
ultimately 
died 

aspects of 
the world 

Mary Baker 
Eddy 

She was ill 
most of her 
life and she 
studied 
different 
healings in 
the bible, 
which led her 
to believe 
that there 
was an 
aspect of 
science in 
Christianity 

Science and 
Health with 
Key to 
Scriptures: 
you can be 
healed 
through 
medicine of 
the bible 

 Christian 
Science is 
still a popular 
religion with 
many 
followers. 
She also 
established 
news outlets 
which asre 
still in 
business 

 
 

Day 2 How did Patrick Henry’s proposal for a General Assessment Tax provide 
funds for churches? 
There was a tax imposed on citizens to fund churches, however each 
individual citizen could choose which church or minister received the money 
from his taxes. 
 
Why did Jefferson and Madison oppose any government (state) support for 
religion? 
They opposed state support for religion because it would give too much 
power to the government in controlling people’s lives.  They feared that if the 
government could impose a state or national religion, the government may go 
further and take more power beyond this.  They felt a separation of church 
and state would protect individual freedoms from potential government 
interference. 
 
Do you think keeping government (state) and religion separate makes society 
more tolerant or less tolerant?  Why? 
Answers will vary.  Likely to make society more tolerant because people can’t point 
to laws to say that one religion is more important than any other. 



Day 3 Conestoga Wood Specialties Corp. v. Health and Human Services 
Department 
How did the Supreme Court rule on this case? 
The supreme court ruled in favor of the employers.  In practicing their 
freedom of religion, the employers did not need to offer birth control as a part 
of their health indurance benefits. 
 
Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission  
How did the Supreme Court rule on this case? 
The court ruled that the Colorado Civil Rights Commission was biased 
against the cake shop owner when holding that he discriminated against the 
gay couple and refusing to bake them a cake for their wedding.  In doing so, 
the court held that the cake shop owner’s right to religious freedom allowed 
him to not bake the cake.  
 

Day 4 Case:Kennedy v. Bremerton School District 
How did the Ninth Circuit Court rule on this case? 
The court ruled in favor of the school district holding that the school district 
legally fired the coach for leading the prayers.  The coach’s firing was not in 
violation of his first amendment rights to free prayer. 
 
Case: Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia v. Comer 
How did the Ninth Circuit Court rule on this case? 
The court ruled in favor of the chirch, holding that the state of Missouri could 
not prevent the church from receiving public dollars just because it was 
religiously affiliated.  Receiving state funds for the playground would not 
violate the consitution’s establishment clause. 
 

Day 5 Answers may vary. 

 


